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CHANGES TO THE 2024 RELEASE

After years of studying the problem, we’ve concluded that one reason students don’t do reading assignments is that
reading assignments contain words.

So, in this release, we try a new approach: fewer words. Fewer words, fewer sentences, fewer semicolons. We’ve revised
the book to make it more readable, navigable, and reviewable, especially for online readers. Key-point summaries and
numerous location indicators are embedded frequently throughout this edition of the text to facilitate efficient reading
and review. Concepts, principles, and evaluation criteria are easily spotted and are clearly illustrated by short examples.

If you are an instructor, you will want to know that definitions of several fundamental concepts have been simplified,
refined, and made more intuitive. These include the definitions of deduction and induction, factual and nonfactual
statements, causal hypothesis, and instantiation.

Material on testing causal statements now treats the null hypothesis.

Evaluation criteria for inductive reasoning have been simplified, reduced in number, and made more intuitive.

Generalizing from nonrandom samples is treated as a form of analogical argument. This reduces the evaluation criteria
for both types of argument to what is essentially a single, simplified criterion.

The chapter on truth-functional logic emphasizes that it is a system of natural deduction. The material presumes no
background in formal logic, and proceeds at small, easy-to-follow steps.

Likewise, the complexities of basic statistical inference are
made understandable to readers who have no background in
statistics.

In the chapter on credibility, we consider when a claim’s con-
tent presents believability problems, and when a source pre-
sents credibility problems. Then we examine various sources
of information with respect to their credibility and authority.

As always, we distinguish logic from persuasion, logical force
from rhetorical impact.

New to this edition is the Base Rate Fallacy. You will find new
boxes on interesting topics such as the “Platinum Rule” and
Critical Race Theory. We have broadened the discussion of
untestable explanations to untestable statements used for any
purpose.

The section of the last chapter which formerly discussed fundamental moral perspectives has been revised. It now cov-
ers the foundations of moral reasoning: “outcome morality,” “rule morality,” “virtue morality,” “moral relativism,”
“moral subjectivism,” and “religious absolutism.”

Finally, we want to remind readers that an appendix to the book still contains over 200 additional critical thinking
exercise items from previous editions.

Recently, we were startled to hear David Muir, anchor of ABC World News Tonight, explain to “younger members”
of his audience what answering machines and landlines were. We hope first- and second-year college students who are
unfamiliar with antiquities like these will still find this book culturally relevant and user friendly.

■ Moore lectures to a packed classroom.

Brooke Moore
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This is not entirely a work of nonfiction.
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