
Impactful 
Classroom Routines

Entering the Classroom:  
The Grand Entrance!
 ■ Greetings: Stand at the door and greet each student like 

they’re a VIP at a rock concert. High fives, fist bumps, 
jazz hands—whatever gets the energy flowing!

 ■ Bell Ringer Work: Have a short activity or assignment 
ready for students to dive into as soon as they’re settled.

 ■ Music/Ambient Noise: Play some chill background 
music or nature sounds. Imagine your classroom as a 
zen garden—minus the raked sand and bonsai trees.

Behavior During Class:  
The Main Event!

 ■ Turn-Taking: Teach turn-taking like it’s an Olympic 
sport. No elbowing for the gold medal here!

 ■ Active Listening: Encourage active listening with eye 
contact and nodding. Imagine you’re all in a super 
intense game of charades.

 ■ Group Work Procedures: Outline roles and 
responsibilities like a mission briefing. Everyone’s  
got a part to play in this epic quest!

 ■ Questioning Techniques: Use questioning techniques 
that keep students on their toes. Wait time, cold 
calling—it’s like a pop quiz, but way more fun!

Ending Class:  
The Grand Finale! and Extra Stuff

 ■ Closure Activity: Wrap things up with a summary or 
reflection activity. Think of it as the encore performance.

 ■ Clean-Up Routine: Assign clean-up tasks like they’re 
on a secret spy mission. Stealthy and efficient!

 ■ The Safety Dance: Review and practice emergency 
procedures like you’re rehearsing for a disaster 
movie. Safety first, people!

 ■ Feedback Time: Reserve time for student feedback 
on routines. They’ll appreciate being part of it and 
take more ownership of their learning.Starting Class:  

It’s Showtime!
 ■ Review Agenda: Flash the day’s agenda on the 

board like it’s the latest blockbuster movie trailer.
 ■ Opening Discussion Question: Kick things off with a 

question that’ll get those brain gears turning.
 ■ Music Stops—Eyes to the Front: When the music 

stops, all eyes on you. Practice this like it’s the finale 
of a Broadway show.

Transitioning Between Classroom 
Activities: The Great Switcheroo!

 ■ Signal for Attention: Find a signal that’s as unique 
as a unicorn in a tutu—a chime, a clapping rhythm, or 
even a silent hand raise.

 ■ Clear Instructions: Be as clear as a weather report 
on a sunny day. No room for “Wait, what are we 
doing again?”

 ■ Transition Time Limits: Keep the pace snappy with a 
2-minute song. When it ends, transition time is over.

 ■ Movement Paths: Create paths that are smoother than 
a buttered slide. No traffic jams in our learning zone!

For more free educational 
resources, visit  
mcgrawhill.info/FreeResources
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Remove distractions and set expectations by implementing these  
daily routines—get students grooving to the rhythm of your classroom in no time!
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